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spring guavas, cadus
summer: apples, bananas, figs, grapes,
nedarines, peaches, plums
fall: carob, persimmons, walnuts take only what you need
winter: passionfruit, pomegranates

yearround: avocados, lemons, limes, oranges say ‘hi’ to strangers

share your food

take a friend
f o by foot
0 9 \
%
hy

griffith park

Peaches Passionfruit
Oranges Avocados
Lemons
Apples
Figs Carob Plums
Cacti loquats Nectarines

this map is a template for free use.  there is no copyright.  learn your fruits!
P PYNg

FALLEN FRUIT OF SILVER LAKE

more information at http:/ /www.fallenfruit.org



others to map their own neighborhoods, and the goal is to proposed for Griffith Park, the largest urban park in Americ

keep mapping, building a kind of unending, Borgesian fruit Most fruit-producing trees are not native to California. whict 3
map that covers the world means our park contravenes Griffith Park’s current policy
As with many actvist-onented projects whose purpose only to plant natives; the park authorities have agreed, how ‘
> 10 spur change, it soon became apparent that mapping or ever, to consider siting the project in marginal land, probably &
describing the world one would like to see is no substitute by the LA River, that can be reclaimed. This park would P
for actually making it happen. Fallen Fruit began to gener be planted with the drought-tolerant varieties cataloqued
ite “"propaganda” material urging property owners to plant iround the ci 3 neighborhoods: figs, loquats, walnut ;
trees on their perimeters and to generate a culture of publi carob, avocados, and pomegranates :;
sharing. We organized a series of nocturnal fruit tours, both The second park that Fallen Fruit has proposed is called 9
following the maps and looking for more public fruit. All of the Endless Orchard, to be located in the park between the
the residents we met while surveying and leading the fruit Music Center and City Hall in downtown Los Angeles, cur
walks were not only curious about the crowd admiring their rently a hodgepodge of outdated and underused “areer
fruit, but invariably invited them to pick some, indicating that space” slated for renovation. The Endless Orc¢ i 1 ter
for a variety of reasons they never ate any or that they had by-ten gnd of fruit trees spaced twenty feet apart, the ze of
far more than they needed. In a city with such areat con two city lots, enclosed on three sides by perfectly mirrored
trasts of wealth and poverty, the quantity of already existing walls and open on the fourth side facing City Hall. The vis
public fruit is remarkable. This would be even greater but for tor to the orchard will experience the boundless vi f fruit :
the fact that many residents are reluctant to plant fruit trees trees that once characterized much of California. whose H
because of the litter, or fallen fruit, that has to be disposed igrarian bounty was the state'’s first engine of economi
of; and it also needs to be pointed out that pedestrians are growth. The mirrors on three sides reference the state
often reluctant to pick food within their grasp because they current economic investment in the business of creating
perceive it to be private property illusions. The trees in the Endless Orchard will be 5-in-1
Fallen Fruit has proposed two public fruit parks, which grafted fruit trees, with plums, peaches, apricots, nectarine
would include only fruit or nut-yielding plants whose bounty and pluots, for example, all ripening at different times. V
IS to be shared communally. They include demonstration tors are asked to take no more than they can hold in their
areas, fruit-sharing depositories (so people can trade their hands —to sample, not hoard
excess fruit for other people’s), and informative plaques Fallen Fruit also engages in guerilla fruit plantings
with thoughts about public fruit. One park was originally in which unwanted private fruit trees are “liberated” and
replanted on public land. The volunteers are found through
opposite: Fruit map of the Silver Lake neighborhood in Los Angeles, 2004 craigshst.org, where homeowners list their unwanted good
above left: Drive-by fruit on Vendome Street, Los Angeles. Most drive-by fruit under “Free Stuff.” The fruit plantings generally take place
can only be picked from the passenger side; because this one lies on a traffic n the evening with members of Fallen Fruit wearing their
island, the driver can access it work clothes —brown worker's outfits that resemble UPS

above right: Fallen fruit on the sidewalk of 3rd Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico uniforms

The apricot is to Santa Fe what the fig is to Los Angeles, both grow There is a growing community garden movement in

71 without any care and seem to re-seed themselves America, which has a kinship to the great popularity o




farmers’ markets, and to the artisanal, orgar nd
food movements. All are resp« not y to urbanizatior h
and to a perceived e« q [ but % alot i
}
ed model of food production in which every step |
been industrialized and monetized nisse chef, Alice
n Berkeley has founded a community school prt
gran illed the Edible Sch hich pr de rbar
middle school students t yne-acre organic garden and
cla £ n nutrnition and cooking: the q« to foster en
ronmental stewardship and to revolutionize the scho t
prograry . oOmmunity orgar tion in Bostor
has had an Urban Orchards project since 1990. Funded by
grant from the US Forest Service. it 1 gree a and f i
production progr t operate th ( Iroups to plant
maintair ind harvest fruit i nut-t na tree } b
ind ne n put nd. South Centr Farmer
tive f 350 or s¢ A-IT n nd rgely Latin nmiarant
familie n South Central | Angele nas received natior
publicity in it truqale to hold on to the fourteer re farm
that the ity ha nd from underneath them One T the
largest urban and mmunal farn n the >, It ipant
ere forcibly removed by the sheriff in June 6: forty
peoy l¢ ore rrested
The ejection of the community gardener re
nuch older event in the | tory of property and it ] 14
ne ire of the commons that beaan after the Rer
and took full steam during the Indust f lution. (
mon er found in many pre-industr nd
used for grazing mmur ng odcutting. and
1 principle that thougt nmon land might
be v t r r individu the right to its re ’
it IS¢ nared by the mir nity. example )t nght
f mmon are common ¢ v (the 1ht to fish) estove
the right to take sufficient fire od) and common pasture
to gr e ONe nin r [ planting ere nect
iIry because ple ng d farming werse bor-inter
The eq [ ot ncerning the r r big ]
1S MOSt COMMOT ere based on ancient rights that predat
formal nd any f n fa ernment M t Scand
re t put ngonberry and cowberry har
esting on ur tivated private land, and hunting game
pr 1te nd permitted 1l hhicense r ntr ¢
the orld
f i ha WS DI led tt Y ta nt forn §
ymmur nan ng people. Hunter nd gathere banded
together for sur ind gatherers became farmers: farming
laid the ground for huma nnections to tt th i
farm be me the first nmunitie Ar ng the f q
fruit holds a special place ymi b nty, fertility
beauty, and hospitality, whicl perhag hy of f ] |
n t like to give fruit jift. The gift mode living '}
ut expectatior f returr forr the ba f tt public f ' ‘
project, re-territor ng urbar pace th t of |
ippage of contr nd restrictior

left: Figs on the border of private property, Talmadge Street. Los Angeles. An

example of half-public, half-private fruit




